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Rural Utilities Service, USDA § 1710.203 

systems. An approved load forecast, if 
required by this subpart, is one of the 
primary documents that a borrower is 
required to submit to support a loan 
application. 

§ 1710.201 General. 

(a) The policies, procedures and re-
quirements in this subpart are in-
tended to implement provisions of the 
loan documents between RUS and the 
electric borrowers and are also nec-
essary to support approval by RUS of 
requests for financial assistance. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sions of this subpart, RUS may require 
any power supply or distribution bor-
rower to prepare a new or updated load 
forecast for RUS approval or to main-
tain an approved load forecast on an 
ongoing basis, if such documentation is 
necessary for RUS to determine loan 
feasibility, or to ensure compliance 
under the loan documents. 

§ 1710.202 Requirement to prepare a 
load forecast—power supply bor-
rowers. 

(a) A power supply borrower with a 
total utility plant of $500 million or 
more must maintain an approved load 
forecast that meets the requirements 
of this subpart on an ongoing basis and 
provide an approved load forecast in 
support of any request for RUS finan-
cial assistance. The borrower must also 
maintain an approved load forecast 
work plan. The borrower’s approved 
load forecast must be prepared pursu-
ant to the approved load forecast work 
plan. 

(b) A power supply borrower that is a 
member of another power supply bor-
rower that has a total utility plant of 
$500 million or more must maintain an 
approved load forecast that meets the 
requirements of this subpart on an on-
going basis and provide an approved 
load forecast in support of any request 
for RUS financial assistance. The mem-
ber power supply borrower may comply 
with this requirement by participation 
in and inclusion of its load forecasting 
information in the approved load fore-
cast of its power supply borrower. The 
approved load forecasts must be pre-
pared pursuant to the RUS approved 
load forecast work plan. 

(c) A power supply borrower that has 
total utility plant of less than $500 mil-
lion and that is not a member of an-
other power supply borrower with a 
total utility plant of $500 million or 
more must provide an approved load 
forecast that meets the requirements 
of this subpart in support of an applica-
tion for any RUS loan or loan guar-
antee which exceeds $50 million. The 
borrower is not required to maintain 
on an ongoing basis either an approved 
load forecast or an approved load fore-
cast work plan. 

§ 1710.203 Requirement to prepare a 
load forecast—distribution bor-
rowers. 

(a) A distribution borrower that is a 
member of a power supply borrower 
with a total utility plant of $500 mil-
lion or more must maintain an ap-
proved load forecast that meets the re-
quirements of this subpart on an ongo-
ing basis and provide an approved load 
forecast in support of any request for 
RUS financial assistance. The distribu-
tion borrower may comply with this re-
quirement by participation in and in-
clusion of its load forecasting informa-
tion in the approved load forecast of its 
power supply borrower. The distribu-
tion borrower’s load forecast must be 
prepared pursuant to the approved load 
forecast work plan of its power supply 
borrower. 

(b) A distribution borrower that is a 
member of a power supply borrower 
which is itself a member of another 
power supply borrower that has a total 
utility plant of $500 million or more 
must maintain an approved load fore-
cast that meets the requirements of 
this subpart on an ongoing basis and 
provide an approved load forecast in 
support of any request for RUS finan-
cial assistance. The distribution bor-
rower may comply with this require-
ment by participation in and inclusion 
of its load forecasting information in 
the approved load forecast of its power 
supply borrower. The distribution bor-
rower’s approved load forecast must be 
prepared pursuant to the approved load 
forecast work plan of the power supply 
borrower with total utility plant in ex-
cess of $500 million. 

(c) A distribution borrower that is a 
member of a power supply borrower 
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with a total utility plant of less than 
$500 million must provide an approved 
load forecast that meets the require-
ments of this subpart in support of an 
application for any RUS loan or loan 
guarantee that exceeds $3 million or 5 
percent of total utility plant, which-
ever is greater. The distribution bor-
rower may comply with this require-
ment by participation in and inclusion 
of its load forecasting information in 
the approved load forecast of its power 
supply borrower. The borrower is not 
required to maintain on an ongoing 
basis either an approved load forecast 
or an approved load forecast work plan. 

(d) A distribution borrower with a 
total utility plant of less than $500 mil-
lion and that is unaffiliated with a 
power supply borrower must provide an 
approved load forecast that meets the 
requirements of this subpart in support 
of an application for any RUS loan or 
loan guarantee which exceeds $3 mil-
lion or 5 percent of total utility plant, 
whichever is greater. The borrower is 
not required to maintain on an ongoing 
basis either an approved load forecast 
or an approved load forecast work plan. 

(e) A distribution borrower with a 
total utility plant of $500 million or 
more must maintain an approved load 
forecast that meets the requirements 
of this subpart on an ongoing basis and 
provide an approved load forecast in 
support of any request for RUS financ-
ing assistance. The borrower must also 
maintain an approved load forecast 
work plan. The distribution borrower 
may comply with this requirement by 
participation in and inclusion of its 
load forecasting information in the ap-
proved load forecast of its power supply 
borrower. 

§ 1710.204 Filing requirements for bor-
rowers that must maintain an ap-
proved load forecast on an ongoing 
basis. 

(a) Filing of load forecasts and updates. 
A power supply or distribution bor-
rower required to maintain an ap-
proved load forecast on an ongoing 
basis under § 1710.202 or § 1710.203 may 
elect either of the following two meth-
ods of compliance: 

(1) Submitting a new load forecast to 
RUS for review and approval at least 
every 36 months, and then submitting 

updates to the load forecast to RUS for 
review and approval in each inter-
vening year; or 

(2) Submitting a new load forecast to 
RUS for review and approval not less 
frequently than every 24 months. 

(b) Extensions. RUS may extend any 
time period required under this section 
for up to 3 months at the written re-
quest of the borrower’s general man-
ager. A request to extend a time period 
beyond 3 months must be accompanied 
by a written request from the bor-
rower’s general manager, an amend-
ment to the borrower’s approved load 
forecast work plan incorporating the 
extension, a board resolution approving 
the extension request and any amend-
ment to the approved load forecast 
work plan, and any other relevant sup-
porting information. RUS may extend 
the time periods contained in this sec-
tion for up to 24 months. 

§ 1710.205 Minimum approval require-
ments for all load forecasts. 

(a) Documents required for RUS ap-
proval of a borrower’s load forecast. The 
borrower must provide the following 
documents to obtain RUS approval for 
a load forecast: 

(1) The load forecast and supporting 
documentation; 

(2) A memorandum from the bor-
rower’s general manager to the board 
of directors recommending that the 
board approve the load forecast and its 
uses; and 

(3) A board resolution from the bor-
rower’s board of directors approving 
the load forecast and its uses. 

(b) Contents of Load Forecast. All load 
forecasts submitted by borrowers for 
approval must include: 

(1) A narrative describing the bor-
rower’s system, service territory, and 
consumers; 

(2) A narrative description of the bor-
rower’s load forecast including future 
load projections, forecast assumptions, 
and the methods and procedures used 
to develop the forecast; 

(3) Projections of usage by consumer 
class, number of consumers by class, 
annual system peak demand, and sea-
son of peak demand for the number of 
years agreed upon by RUS and the bor-
rower; 
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